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2008 ANNUAL CANINE REPORT  
 

OFFICER J. LIEN AND POLICE SERVICE DOG “HICKOK”  
 
This is the 2008 report for Police Service Dog “Hickok’s” street activity.  I categorized 
the activity records into the following areas:  Building searches, open area searches, 
tracks, warrant services, articles searches, miscellaneous uses, public demonstrations, 
public presentations, non-physical apprehensions, physical apprehensions, narcotics 
vehicles, narcotics buildings, total training hours, canine call-outs and canine overtime 
hours.  I also included in this report our current canine certifications, including street uses 
that I considered significant in 2008.     
 
BUILDING SEARCHES:  12 with 2 find.   
OPEN AREA SEARCHES:  3 with 0 finds.   
TRACKS:  29 with 11 finds.   
WARRANT SERVICES:  2 (Finds are not applicable).   
ARTICLE SEARCHES:  4 with 4 finds.   
MISCELLANEOUS USES:  29 with 0 finds.   
PUBLIC DEMONSTRATIONS:  15 
PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS:  6 
NON-PHYSICAL APPREHENSIONS:  10 
PHYSICAL APPREHENSIONS:  1 
NARCOTIC VEHICLES:  43 with 35 finds.   
NARCOTIC BUILDINGS:  34 with 11 finds.   
TOTAL TRAINING HOURS:  155.75 hrs. 
CANINE CALL-OUTS:  18 
CANINE OVERTIME HOURS:  54.75 hrs.  
 

PSD “Hickok” and I remained current in the following 
United States Police Canine Association (USPCA) 
Certifications:  Patrol Dog 1 (PD1) and narcotics 
detection.  During our Region 18 Canine Field Trials in 
June 2008, at Detroit Lakes, Minnesota, we placed 1st in 
the obedience portion of the certification.  We scored 
677.33 out of 700 possible points, achieving 
certification.  I routinely turned my monthly canine 
training and street activity records over to my canine 
supervisor.  During this annual report period, I kept 
PSD “Hickok” as active as possible with street 
deployments.  We continuously trained in 2008 with 
my partner canine team, Officer Justin Vogel and PSD 
“Duke,” including area canine teams, for proficiency in 

street patrol and narcotics detection.  Our training included training to maintain 
certification.        
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Below is a synopsis of some of the more significant events PSD “Hickok” and I were 
involved in during 2008.  Many more officers not mentioned by name, in these 
deployments, were equally important in the deployment successes.     
 
01-19-08, 4th Avenue, Clear View Court, Moorhead, canine track, leaving the scene 
of an accident:  At approximately 0401 hrs, I assisted officers with locating a suspect 
driver, who fled the scene on foot, following a vehicle roll over.  We began a k9 track 
with PSD “Hickok” in the area of the rolled vehicle.  During the course of the track, I 
heard radio traffic that officers had a suspect hiding near a residence, in our area.  This 
was the same direction we were tracking too.  We tracked to approximately 60 yards 
from the suspect, as officers took the suspect custody, without incident.  The suspect was 
arrested for charges, including DWI.   
 
03-08-08, 1600 4th Avenue South, Moorhead, canine narcotics sniff of a vehicle, 
traffic stop:   At approximately 1857 hrs, I made traffic stop on a vehicle for a vehicle 
equipment violation.  During this traffic stop investigation, I determined I was going to 
impound the vehicle for a registration violation.  Upon a vehicle inventory search of the 
vehicle, a paraphernalia pipe was found inside the vehicle.  We stopped the search at that 
time.  I deployed PSD “Hickok” for a narcotics sniff of the vehicle.  Hickok alerted inside 
the vehicle, in the area where the paraphernalia pipe was found.  Upon a further officer 
search of the vehicle, we found and seized approximately 27.5grams of marijuana, 
individually wrapped, amongst six bags.  I arrested the driver for charges, including 
felony possession of a controlled substance in the fifth degree, misdemeanor possession 
of marijuana in a motor vehicle and possession of drug paraphernalia.  
 
04-03-08, 2303 Hwy 10 E, Moorhead, canine track, robbery with a gun:  At 
approximately 2117 hrs, I responded, as did other officers, to this location for a reported 
robbery and assault involving a gun.  I learned the suspect fled the business on foot.  I 
learned of the suspect’s description and attempted a canine track.  PSD “Hickok” alerted 
to a track on the east side of the business.  Lt Chris Carey assisted on this track.  We 
tracked towards the south, to a railroad track ditch, which was full of water.  PSD 
“Hickok” submerged himself in the water, continuing to track, so I knew we were on the 
suspect’s scent.  We tracked a distance away to Stop and Go, a business to the west, 
where we lost the track.  During the course of the investigation, I heard radio traffic from 
Clay County Deputy Ryan Carey that he was confronted by a suspect with shots fired in 
the area of the 3400 block 8th Ave S apartments.  
 
 PSD “Hickok” and I responded in my patrol car to that location.  I arrived to assist 
deputies and officers who were either on scene or who were also arriving to assist.  I 
heard shots being fired as PSD “Hickok” and I approached Clay County Deputy Jason 
Hicks.  We were around the corner of an apartment building at that time.  Deputy Hicks 
directed my attention to the suspect, who I could see in the parking lot.  The suspect was 
a distance from us.  The suspect ran away from us, towards 34th St S also in the direction 
of a golf course.  I sent PSD “Hickok” off-lead for an intended apprehension of the 
suspect.  PSD “Hickok” ran towards the suspect’s last direction, where the suspect 
disappeared behind some garages, near 34th St, commonly busy with vehicular traffic.  It 
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was dark with street lighting in our area.  A short time after I sent PSD “Hickok” for the 
intended apprehension of the suspect, PSD “Hickok” came back towards me.  Other 
officers, deputies and I then followed PSD “Hickok,” then off-lead, across 34th St, to the 
dark, golf course. 
 
Other assisting officers were setting a perimeter up in our area, as we were preparing to 
track the suspect.  With assistance of several officers and deputies, we tracked the suspect 
across the golf course, to the west, into a residential neighborhood.  PSD “Hickok” 
tracked with intent the whole time, so I knew we were on the suspect’s scent.  I updated 
perimeter officers during the course of the track.  Well into the track, I saw the suspect 
running away from us, in the residential neighborhood.  We were numerous yards away 
from him.  I sent PSD “Hickok” off-lead, for another intended apprehension of the 
suspect.  The suspect ran down a driveway and disappeared around a residential corner, 
with PSD “Hickok” also running in the direction where I last saw the suspect.  PSD 
“Hickok” was also a distance behind the suspect.  Other assisting officers and I were in 
foot pursuit of the suspect.  Officers were converging in the area, and I recalled PSD 
“Hickok” back to me.  I then tactically heeled Hickok with me, as other officers and I ran 
towards the suspect, who I could again see, in the yard of a residence, ahead of us.  At 
that time the suspect ended up facing towards other officers and me, as we were a short 
distance from him.   It was learned the suspect still had the handgun at hand, and during 
the incident, the suspect was shot and stopped by officers.  The suspect was taken into 
custody without further incident.     
 
This suspect committed a course of violent acts within a short period of time.  All 
officers, including the dispatch center, pulled together to stop this suspect, to prevent him 
from committing any further violence within our city.  This was an excellent example of 
communication and teamwork by all involved for a successful suspect arrest.  
 
08-17-08, Moorhead Police Department Impound Lot, canine narcotics sniff of a 
vehicle, narcotics investigation:  At approximately 2032 hrs, I assisted Detective Chris 
Martin with this case.  I learned this was an impounded, seized vehicle, which reportedly 
contained narcotics.  While doing a sniff of the vehicle’s exterior area, PSD “Hickok” 
alerted near the passenger door.  Following an interior sniff of the vehicle, PSD “Hickok” 
again alerted to the presence of narcotics.  Inside the vehicle, behind the bench seat, was 
a large bag containing marijuana.    
 
08-23-08, 3525 Village Green Drive, Moorhead, canine track, burglary:   At 
approximately 0306 hrs, I responded to a report of car prowlers, who also entered a 
garage (s), in the neighborhood.  It was dark, with some street lighting.  While 
responding, I learned officers were in foot pursuit of the suspects in the residential 
neighborhood.  One of the suspects had been caught, but the other two suspects still fled 
on foot.  Other officers assisted with establishing a perimeter around the area.  I used 
PSD “Hickok” for an attempted track of the suspects, after I gave my canine 
announcements for the suspects to give up, which they didn’t.  Clay County Deputy Mark 
Empting, who caught the one suspect, assisted me on this track.  PSD “Hickok” alerted to 
a track (s), in the area where I learned the suspects last ran.  We tracked throughout the 
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neighborhood, upon which I saw discarded items, which appeared to have been discarded 
by the suspects, as they fled.  These were items which were consistent with having come 
from inside vehicles.  I also saw some discarded clothing, along the track.  PSD “Hickok” 
tracked up to two suspects lying down next to a house, while in the dark.  PSD “Hickok” 
was just about to make a physical apprehension on one of the suspects, as I pulled PSD 
“Hickok back towards me, preventing him from breaking the skin of the suspect.  The 
suspects gave up and were taken into custody by assisting officers, without any further 
incident.  
 
09-21-08, 418 11th St N, Moorhead, k9 track, domestic:  At approximately 0209 hrs, I 
responded to this location to assist officers with a reported physical domestic complaint.  
I learned the suspect fled the residence on foot.  Sgt Mike Detloff, who was one of the 
investigating officers, told me of incident details.  I learned the suspect was last seen 
going out the back door of the residence, prior to officer arrival.  Sgt Detloff assisted me 
with an attempted track of the suspect.  It was dark in the back yard.  PSD “Hickok” 
alerted to a track in the back yard of the residence.  We tracked to the back side of a 
detached garage, in the same yard, where PSD “Hickok” began to alert by barking.  PSD 
“Hickok” alerted to someone hiding at that location, and he barked, because he was not 
able to get to the suspect.  I yelled a canine announcement for the suspect to show 
himself, upon which the suspect put his hands out, giving up, in the area of the garage 
and fence.  The suspect was detained, without incident, for the remainder of the 
investigation.  
 
10-14-08, 2907 River shore Dr S, Moorhead, k9 track, leaving the scene of an 
accident:  At approximately 2339 hrs, I responded to this location to assist officers with 
locating a suspect who crashed a vehicle and fled the scene on foot.  Officers Chad 
Anderson and David Oksendahl were officers at that location.  I learned the suspect’s 
description and last known direction of travel.  It was dark, with some street lighting.  
Other officers had a perimeter set up, for my attempted canine track.  I gave canine 
announcements to the suspect, but he did not respond, so I began the track.  Officer 
Oksendahl assisted me on the track.  PSD “Hickok” alerted to a track, where the suspect 
was last seen.  We tracked west, towards the river, into approximately 1 foot of the Red 
River’s overflow, caused from flooding.  We then tracked out of the river’s overflow, in 
an eastern direction.  We tracked to the west side of 525 30 Avenue S, an apartment 
complex.  After tracking within that area, and up to the door, on the west side, PSD 
“Hickok” stopped tracking at that time.  Officers searched the common area of the 
building, but didn’t find the suspect.  The length of the canine track was approximately 
one mile, and it lasted approximately a half hour.     
 
A short time later, I was parked, in my patrol car, in a parking lot across from the 
building, where we last tracked the suspect too.  I saw a male, matching the description of 
the suspect in the crash, walking from the area of 525 30th Ave S.  The suspect took off 
running south, away from me.  I caught up to him in my patrol car, with PSD “Hickok” 
barking loudly in the rear of my patrol car, and the suspect knelt down, giving up. It was 
determined he was the driver in the crash under investigation.  He was taken into custody, 
without incident, and was charged with charges to include DWI.   
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I believe our canine unit has been a valuable asset to the Moorhead Police Department, 
and PSD “Hickok,” along with PSD “Duke,” have both proven to be excellent locating 
tools.  Our canine unit constantly trains to become even more proficient as such.  PSD 
“Hickok” remained under control at all times around other department members, 
including the general public.  I had no accidental bites with PSD “Hickok.”  I look 
forward to another eventful year as a canine handler with the Moorhead Police 
Department Canine Unit, serving the citizens of Moorhead.    
 

OFFICER J. VOGEL AND POLICE SERVICE DOG “DUKE”  
  
2008 marked the third year as a canine team for Officer Vogel and Duke. As each year 
passes, they become a stronger team.  PSD Duke has once again proven himself to be a 
wonderful tool and an incredible asset to our law enforcement “family.” 
   
Listed below is our canine street activity for 2008.  I categorized the activity records in 
the following areas: building searches; open searches; tracks; arrest warrant services; 
article searches; miscellaneous uses; public demonstrations; public presentations; non-
physical apprehensions; and physical apprehensions. 
 
BUILDING SEARCHES:  11 with 0 finds 
OPEN AREA SEARCHS:  2 with 0 finds  
TRACKS:  18 with 5 finds 
ARREST WARRANT SERVICES:  2 
ARTICLE SEARCHES:  0 
MISCELANNEOUS USES:   1 with1 find 
PUBLIC DEMONSTRATIONS/PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS:  12  
NON PHYSICAL APPREHENSIONS:  8 
PHYSICAL APPREHENSIONS:  0 
NARCOTICS VEHICLE SEARCHES:  42 with 8 finds  
NARCOTICS BUILDING SEARCHES:  9 with 4 finds 

 
Some of this year’s highlight include: in February, 
Moorhead hosted a mini narcotics trial in which PSD 
Duke participated. The mini trial consisted of 16 canine 
teams which included Ramsey County, Clay County, 
Fargo, ICE, and several other agencies from the twin 
cities. Out of the 16 teams Duke and I took first place. In 
June of 2008 we attended the PD1 trial in Detroit Lakes, 
Minnesota.  We took second place in apprehension with 
approximately 92 teams. 
 
Presently, Canine Duke and I continue to train on an 
average of 16 hours a month. I have kept Canine Duke 
active with officer initiated training, various street 

activities, and continual patrol and narcotics training. Our training also includes working 
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with other local agencies including Clay County, Fargo, Detroit Lakes, and Grand Forks. 
We were also fortunate enough to be able to train with Jeff Ellis.  Jeff and his canine 
partner are four time national champions. Throughout all of this, I routinely turn my 
monthly street activities and training logs over to Lt. Nielsen. 
 
Throughout the year some outstanding accomplishments Canine Duke and I were able to 
assist with were a search with the detective bureau, where Canine Duke and I were able 
to assist in seizing two vehicles, a boat, and over $1000.00 in cash. Another memorable 
officer assist was on a warrant arrest. The officers went to the front door and Canine 
Duke and I went to the back of the house and hid next to a shed where we were able to 
observe the back door.  As the officers entered the residence the suspect came out the 
back door.  When the suspect saw and heard Canine Duke he gave up without further 
incident. 
 
2008 was a busy year for tracks.  On March 14th, officers were dispatched to a residence 
for a disturbance.  Upon arriving on scene the complainant stated she got into an 
argument with her boyfriend.  Her boyfriend was heavily intoxicated and had left in his 
underwear.  The complainant was worried because of his level of intoxication and the 
winter conditions. We started a canine track and found the male several blocks from the 
residence.  On April 15th, officers got into a pursuit by the MSUM campus.  I later found 
the vehicle and discovered that the suspect had fled on foot.  A perimeter was set and a 
canine track was started. Canine Duke tracked several blocks to where the suspect fled 
into the perimeter units.  This case went to court where I testified about the track.  The 
suspect was found guilty on all charges. 
 
Canine Duke has also been able to be utilized and has helped other agencies as well. On 
October 18th, I was dispatched to Fargo for a canine track.  Fargo Officers advised they 
had a kidnapping where the victim got away.  We started a canine track in the area where 
the victim believed she was kidnapped.  We tracked several blocks to a residence where 
the suspect was found inside.  When the suspect saw my canine partner he gave up 
without incident.  This spring I was also dispatched to Ada, Minnesota for a canine track.  
I was advised a male had fled from custody.  To our disadvantage the track was over an 
hour old by the time we arrived on scene, but when Canine Duke was taken out of the car 
and given his commands he immediately started tracking through a wheat field.  We then 
tracked to an industrial area, where Canine Duke circled the area several times and would 
not leave that particular area. To make sure, we started what is called an open area search 
and Canine Duke continued to circle and hit on that same particular area.  Officers 
continued to search and later found the suspect near where Canine Duke had tracked.   
 
Duke will be four years old in April of 2009.  I continue to train hard and take every 
opportunity I can to make sure Duke is used as much as possible for the aid of my fellow 
officers of the Moorhead Police Department, the good for the city of Moorhead and any 
other agencies that may need our assistance. With the help and dedication of both the 
patrol unit and detective bureau and support the support from administration, we could 
not be where we are today. In 2009, I will continue to actively train Duke, with our patrol 
and narcotics training to make him and even more valuable asset to our team.  
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Definitions of Street Activities:   A find is when the K-9 finds a person, article, narcotic or narcotic 
paraphernalia.  Miscellaneous uses are uses that are not included under any other category.  This 
could include the following situations:  Having the K-9 present during the arrest of a violent or 
potentially violent person, not including warrant service; having the K-9 present during a high risk 
traffic stop; using the K-9 to clear a vehicle during a high risk traffic stop or just having the K-9 with, 
while doing an exterior building perimeter check, during an alarm call.  Public demonstrations are 
events where the K-9 is used for an actual demonstration of a K-9 skill (s).  Public presentations are 
events where the K-9 is present during a talk about the K-9 program, and when the public is allowed 
to pet the K-9 only, without any form of demonstration.  Non-physical apprehensions are situations 
where it is reasonable to believe that the K-9’s presence caused the suspect (s) to give up, during an 
arrest or detentions situation, where the K-9 did not physically apprehend the suspect (s).  Canine 
call-outs include any event where the canine is used outside of normal duty hours. 
     
 


